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Execution  of  Arthur  Lord  Ca/irlj 

MARCH  9,  1649. 

f  From  the  Christian  Observer,) 

The  rxcciitioD  of  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton  and  the  Karl 
of  Holland  haviiH^  been  performed, 
li)e  Lord  Capel  wST  broii^ht  to  the 
sratVold,  and  in  the  way  he  putoiV 
his  hat  to  the  people  on  both  sides  : 
and  hei?i^  come  upon  the  scaffold, 
1 /leulenaiit-CoIonel  liccrher  said  lo 
him,  is  your  chaplain  here  ? 

Capel.  Xo,  I  have  taken  my 
lea\e  of  him,  and  perceiving  sonie 
of  his  servants  to  weep,  he  said, 
Cientlemen,  refrain  yourselves,  re¬ 
frain  yourselves.  And  tiirniiifj  to 
(’olonel  Heecher,  he  said,  ■>  What  1 
ditl  the  Lords  sj)eak  with  their  hats 
off,  or  no  i  • 

C'oL.  RKKruER.  AVith  their 
hats  off.  And  tlieii  cominij  to  the 
front  of  the  scaffold,  he  said,  I  shall 
hardly  lie  understood  here,  1  tinnk  ; 
and  then  bej^an  his  speech  as  fol- 
loweth  : 

‘‘  The  conclusion  that  I  made 
with  tliose  that  sent  me  hither,  and 
are  t!ie  cause  of  this  violent  death  of 
iniiic,  shaii  be  th(‘  bej^innin^  of  wlrat 
I  shall  say  to  you.  Whe  n  1  made 


an  address  to  tiiem,  (wliich  was  the 
last;  1  told  them  with  much  sinceri¬ 
ty,  tliat  I  wouidpray  to  the  (iod  of 
all  meiries,  that  they  mii^dit  be  par¬ 
takers  of  his  inestimabli*  and  bound¬ 
less  menies  in  Jesus  C'hrist  ;  and 
truly  I  still  pray  that  prayer  ;  and  1 
beseech  the  Cod  of  lieaven  to  for- 
i^ive  any  injury  they  have  doiu.*  me, 
from  my  soul  I  wish  it ;  and  tins  1 
tell  you  as  a  Christian,  to  let  you  sec 
I  am  a  Chi'istian.  Rut  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  I  should  tell  you  some¬ 
what  more-,  that  l  am  a  Piotestant  ; 
and  truly  I  am  a  Protestant,  and  ve¬ 
ry  nnj'  h  in  love  v  »th  the  profcssh>!r‘ 
of  it,  after  liic  ma!iner  as  it  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  England  by  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  ;  a  blessed  way  ot’  pro¬ 
fession,  and  such  an  one  as  trulv  I 

.A  ,  '  • 

itt'vcr  knew  any  so  trood.  1  am  so 
far  from  being*  a  Papist,  wiiich 
somebody  has  verv  iinworthilv  at 
some  time  charged  me  withal,  that 
truly  I  profess  lo  you,  that  though 
I  Ion  e  ‘  )od  NNorks,  yet  I  hold  they 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  Salvation  ;  .mv  anclior-hold  is 
this.  That  Chi'ist  loved  me,  and  gave 
himself  for  me  :  this  is  that  NNiiich  I 
rest  upon. 

And  truly  sometliing  I  sliall  say 
to  voii  as  a  citizen  of  the  wliole 
world,  and  in  that  eonsitieiation  I 
am  here  condemned  to 'die,  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  law  w  hat  goVerns  all  the 
world,  that  is,  the  Iunn*  of  the  sword  ; 
1  had  the  protection  of  that  for  my 
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^ifcNand  the  honor  of  it  ;  but  I  will 
not  trouble  you  much  with  that,  be¬ 
cause  in  another  plac^j  I  have 
5pokcii  very  largely  and  liberally  a- 
Ooutit.  I  believe  you  will  hear  by 
other  means  what  arguments  I  used 
in  that  case  ;  but  truly  that  which  is 
stranger,  you  that  are  Englishmen 
behold  here  an  Englishman  be¬ 
fore  you,  and  acknowledged  a  peer, 
not  condemned  to  die  by  any  law*  of 
England,  not  by  any  law  of  England  ; 
and,  shall  I  tell  you  more  ?  (which 
is  strangest  of  ail)  contrary  to  all 
the  Jaws  of  England  that  I  know  of. 
And  truly  I  will  tell  yom  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  civil  part  of  my  death,  and 
the  cause  that  I  have  maintained,  I 
die  (I  take  it)  for  maintaining  the 
fifth  commandment,  enjoining  rever¬ 
ence  and  obedience  to  parents.  All 
divines  on  all  hands,  though  they 

contradict  one  another  in  manv  sev- 

0 

eral  opinions,  yet  all  divines  on  all 
hands  do  acknowledge,  that  there  is 
inteiuled  magistraev  and  order  ; 
and  certainly  I  have  obeyed  that 
magistracy  and  that  order  under 
■wldch  I  have  lived,  which  I  was 
b<iund  to  obey  :  ami  truly,  1  ^an  say 
it  very  confidently,  that  I  do  die 
liere  for  keeping,  for  obeying  that 
fifth  commandment  given  by  GckI 
himsclh  and  written  with  his  oiv'o 
finger:  and  now,  Gentlemen^  J 
will  take  this  oj^portunity  to  tell 
vou,  that  I  cannot  imiiate  a  better 
iTor  a  greater  ingenuousness  than 
this,  that  said  of  himself,  for  sufibr-’ 
hig  an  unjust  jiulgmtnl  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  liimstlf  was  brought  to  suffer 
fay  an  unjust  judgment.  Truly, 
Gentlemen,  that  God  may  be  glori-'i 
fied,  that  all  men  that  are  concerned 
}n  it  nnay  take  the  occasion  of  it,  of 
humble  repentance  to  God  Almigh- 
(y  for  it  :  I  co  here  profess  to  youT" 
that  I  did  gire  my  rote  to  that  bill 
aga>nst  the  Earl  of  Slrnfford  ;  I 
-Jc-ubC  noi  but  C-od  Almighty  hath 
hashed  chat  away  with  a  more  pre- 

blood  of  his  own 


Son,  and  my  dear  saviour  Jesus 
Christ  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  wash  it 
away  f?'om  all  those  that  arc  guilty 
of  it.  Truly,  this  I  may  say,  I  had 
not  the  least  part  nor  degree  of  mal¬ 
ice  in  doing  of  it  ;  but  I  must  con¬ 
fess  again  to  God^s  glory,  and  the 
accusation  of  mine  own  frailty,  and 

the  frailty  of  mv  nature,  that  it  was 
0  0 

unworthy  cowardice  not  to  resist  so 
great  a  torrent  as  carried  that  busi¬ 
ness  at  that  time.  And  trulv,  this 
I  think,  I  am  most  guilty  of,  of  not 
courage  enough  in  it,  but  malice  I 
had  none  ;  but  whatsoever  it  was, 
God,  I  am  sure,  hath  pardoned  it, 
hath  given  me  the  assurance  of  it, 
tJuU  Christ  Jrsus  his  blood  hath 
washed  it  away  ;  and  truly,  1  do 
from  my  soul  wish,  that  all  men 
that  have  any  stain  by  it  may  seri¬ 
ously  repent,  and  receive  a  rcinis' 
sion  and  pardon  from  God  for  it. 
And  now,  (icntlcmen,  we  have  an 
occasion  from  this  intimation  to  re¬ 
member  liis.  Majesty.  our  king  that 
last  was  ;  and  I  cannot  speak  of  him 
nor  think  of  it,  but  I  must  needs 
say, .that  in  my  opiniom  w  ho  have 
had  time  to  consider  all  the  images 
of  the  greatest  and  virtuoiisest  prin¬ 
ces  in  the  w’orld  ;  and  in  my  opin-' 
ion,  there  w’as  not  a  more  virtuous 
and  more  sufiicient  prince  known  in 
the  world,  than  our  gracious  King 
Charles,  that  died  last:  (iod  Al* 
mighty  preserve  our  king  that  now 
is  ;  his  son  ;  God  send  him  more 
fortune  and  longc^r  days  ;  (iod  Al¬ 
mighty  so  assist  him,  that  he  may 
excec'd  both  the  virtues  and  suffi¬ 
ciencies  of  his  facher.  1  pray  (jcjd 
restore  him  to  this  kingdom,  and 
unite  tlie  kingdoms  one  to  anotlicr 
and  S2nd  a  groat  happiness  both  to 
you  and  to  him,  that  he  may  long 
live  and  reign  among  von,  and  that 
that  family  may  reign  till  th.y  king¬ 
dom  come,  that  is  w hilc  all  lon-po- 
real  ]K)v/cr  is  consiimmated  ;  I  lie- 
seech  (iod  of  his  mercy  gh  c  much 
happiness  to  this  yoar  king^  to 
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that  shall  be  his  faithful  subjects  by 
the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Truly  I  like  my  beginning  so 
v’cll  that  I  will  make  my  conclusion 
with  it  ;  that  is,  that  Crod  Almighty 
would  confer,  of  his  infinite  and  in¬ 
estimable  grace  and  mercy,  to  those  j 
that  are  the  cause  of  my  coming 
hither,  I  pray  Cod  give  them  as 
much  mercy*  as  their  hearts  can 
wish  ;  and  for  my  part  I  will  not 
accuse  any  one  of  them  of  malice, 
truly  I  will  not,  nay,  1  will  not  think 
there  was  any  malice  in  them, 
What  other  end  tlicre  is,  I  know 
not,  nor  will  I  examine  ;  but  let  it 
Le  what  it  will,  from  my  \cry  soul 
J  forgive  them  every  one.  And  so 
the  Lord  oi  Heaven  bless  you  all, 
(iod  Almighty  be  inlinit.e  in  good¬ 
ness  and  mercy  to  \(>u,  and  direct 

vou  in  those  wavs  of  obedience  to 
•  0 

his  commands,  to  his  Majesty,  that 
this  kingdom  may  be  an  ha[)py  and 
glorious  nation  again,  and  that  your 
king  maybe  an  happy  king  in  so 
good  and  so  obedient  people:  (iod 
Almighty  keep  you  all  ;  Ciocl  Al¬ 
mighty  preseivc  this  kingdom  ; 
Cod  Almighty  preserve  you  all.*' 

Thln'  turning  about,  and  looking 
for  the  executioner,  (who  was  gone 
off  the  scaffold)  he  said,  Which  is 
the  gemlcmun  Wiiich  is  t!ie  man  r" 
Answer  was  made  he  is  coming  : 
lie  then  said,  Slay,  I  must  pull  oft’ 
my  (loubie^^^first,  cuid  my  w’aistcoat.^ 
And  then  the  executioner  being 
come  upon  the  .scaffold,  the  Lord 
C.ipel  s  lid,  "•  ()  friend,  pritiiee  conic 
hither.”  Then  the  executioner 
kneeiing  down,  the  Lord  Capel  said, 

I  forgive  tiiee  from  my  soul,  Sc  not 
only  forgive  lace,  but  I  sliall  pray  to  | 
(iocl  to  give  thee  all  grace  for  a  liel-  | 
rcr  life.  'I'lierc  is  five  pounds  for  | 
thcc  ;  and  truiv,  for  mv  clothes, 
and  those  things,  if  there  be  anv 
thing  due  to  you,  for  it  you  shall  be 
fully  recompensed  ]  but  1  desire  my 


body  may  not  be  stripped  here,  and 
nobody  to  take  notice  of  my  body 
but  my  servants.  Look  you,  friend, 
this  I  shall  desire  of  you,  that  w  hen 
I  lie  dpwn  you  would  give  me  time 
for  a  particular  short  prayer.” 

L.  Col.  Belcher.  Make  you** 
own  sign,  mv  Lord. 

Capkl.  ‘‘Slav  a  little:  %vhich 

0 

side  do  you  stand  upon  r”  (speak-- 
ing  to  the  executioner.)  ‘‘  ^>tay,  I 
think  I  should  lay  my  hands  forwarc!. 
that  way  ( (loiniirir foreri^ht  ;**  and 
answer  lieing  made,  yes  ;  he  stood 
still  a  little  while,  and  then  said, 
(lod  Almighty  iilcss  all  this  peo¬ 
ple  ;  (iod  Almighty  stanch  this 
blood  ;  (lod  Almighty  stanch,  stanch 
stanch  this  issue  of  bhxjd.  This 
w  ill  not  (Li  the  l.uisiness  ;  God  A!- 
iniglUy  find  out  aUiOther  way  to  do 
it.^'  Aik!  tlien  turning  to  one  of  his 
servants,  he  said,  Jialdw  in,  1  can¬ 
not  seee  any  thing  that  belongs  to 
my. wife  ;.but  1  .must  desire  ilu'c 
and  beseech  her  to  rest  w'hollv  upon 
Jesus  Christ,  to  be  contented,  and 
w  holly  satisfied.”  A.nd  then  speak¬ 
ing  to  his  servants,  he  sai'.l,  "Klod 
keep  you  ;  and  gentlemen,  now'  lev 
iiic  do  a  business  (juickly,  privately  ; 
and  pray  let  me  have  your  praycr.s 
at  the  moment  of  death,  that  God 

would  receive  mv 

0 

L.  CoL.  Beecher.  I  wish  it. 

C\*!u:l.  *•  PiMv,  at  the  momcrii 

of  striking,  join  your  prayers,  but 
make  no  noise  f  curninir  to  his  scr- 
v(77ifs  ; J  it  is  inconvenient  at  this 
time.”  * 

Sfp VAXT.  My  Lord,  put  oii  your 
cap. 

Capel.  Should  I  ?  what,  wnU 
that  do  me  good  ?  stay  a  litilc,  it  is 
well  as  it  is  now.”  ('us  he  ivas  hiU'^ 

I  uji  his  hair.J 
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And  then  turning  to  the  execu¬ 
tioner,  lie  said,  Honest  man,  1 
have  forgiven  thee,  there  fore,  strike 
aldiv,  fi’om  iiiy  soul  I  do  it.” 

Trfn  a  gentleman  speaking  to 
iiini,  he  said, Nay,  prithee  be  con¬ 
tented,  be  quieted,  good  Mr.  - 

be  quiet.” 

Tiir.v  turning  lo  the  cxecuiioncr, 
be  said,  Well,  you '  are  ready 
vrlicn  I  am  ready,  are  you  not  ?” 
Aiul  stretching  out  his  hands,  he 
said,  Then  pray  stand  ofl’,  gentle- 
inen.”  1' hen  going  to  l!u' front  of 
t  he  sraiTohh  he  sr4id  lo  tlic  p(  opie, 

(ientlen>en. though  1  doubt  not  of 
it,  yet  1  think  it  tonvcnienl  to  ask  it 
often,  that  vou  would  all  join  in 
prayers  with  me.  that  (iod  would 
rAercifully  receive  mv  soul,  and  that 
for  his  alone  iiH’rrics  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Cod  Alinigluy  keep  you 

«  1  j  ^ 

an. 

Exkcut.  My  lord,  shall  I  put 
up  your  hair  } 

C.VPEL.  Ay,  ay,  pritliee  do 
and  then  as  he  stood  lifting  up  his 
liands  and  eyes,  he  said,  O  Cod, 
T  do  with  a  perfect  and  a  willing 
heart  submit  to  thy  will  ;  O  Cod.  1 
do  most  willingly  hunii)le  myseH>’ 
And  then  kneeling  clown,  said,  ‘‘  1 
will  try  first  h.ow  I  can  lie  and 
laying  his  head  over  the  Llock,  said. 
Am  1  well  now  ?” 

Txkci  T.  ATs. 

And  then,  as  he  lav  witli  both 
Jiis  liraids  streiclicd  out,  liC  said  lo 
the  executioner,  Here  lielKjth  iny 
Imnds  out  ;  wlien  I  lift  up  my  iuinds 
thus,  ( u/t  hiH  nght  /iu?ul )  ilien 
you  may  strike.” 

Axd  then,  after  lie  had  said  a 
sbiOrt  player,  he  lifted  up  his  right 
hemd,  and  the  executioner  at  one 


blow  severed  his  head  from  his  ho- 
dj,  which  was  taken  up  by  his  ser 
vants,  and  put,  with  his  body,  into  u 
coflin,  as  the  former. 

- - 

YOUTH’S  SOLILOQUY. 

The  laliors  of  the  dav  arc  now 
completed  ;  darkness  covers  llic 
face  of  nature,  and  seated  in  this  re¬ 
tired  apartment,  liie  th.onglii  presses 
itcslfoii  my  mind,  Ikav  shall  I  spend 
the  ensuing  evening?  Should  I  rc- 
trarc  my  past  life,  and  extend  luy 
views  lo  what  may  lie  b<*fore  me  in 
futurity,  would  not  the  time  he  pro- 
Fitalily  spent  ? 

I  have  received  existclTcr  from 
the  all-forming  hand  of  tlie  great  pa¬ 
rent  of  nature.  I  was  hoi  n  in  a  c  hris- 
tian  land,  and  Iravc  enjoyed  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  gospel  institutions  from 
my  first  recollection.  '  Karly  was  1 
taught  to  read,  and  havci  had  access 
lo  lliC  oracles  cjf  (iod,  w  hich  are  alile 
to  make  me  wiser  unto  salvation.  1 
have  fixun  my  youlli  attended  jiulilic 
worship,  and  set  under  ministerial 
instruction.  I  have  been  brought  up 
among  Christian  people,  and  have  of¬ 
ten  heard  them  talk  about  the  im¬ 
portant  realities  of  eternity.  I  have 
been  blessed  with  parents,  and  othei’ 
friends,  who  have  taught  me  my  du¬ 
ly,  took  care  of  me  in  the  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  life,  when  I  was  in''apable  of 
providing  for  myself.  Under  their 
nurturing  hand,  I  have  passed  thn>’ 
infancy  and  childliood,  and  have  an  i-. 
'•  ved  to  the*  age  wliich  frees  me  Irom 
the  dirc*ction  and  restraint  of  inrents 
and  guardians.  In  fulurr  I  am  to 
act  for  myself,  to  chuse  wliat  calling 
to  follow*,  and  wdiat  cliarac'tei*  to  sus¬ 
tain  ^  Let  me  now  review  my  con¬ 
duct  from.  infaiWey  to  tlir  present 
moment. 

II^vF.  T  not  trodden  the  usual 
.  course  pursued  by  the  careless  and 
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,tupicl  ?  Heedless  of  him  who  j;ave 
.lie  and  still  holds  me  in  exist- 

fiice,  1  have  eaijeiiy  pursued  the  va¬ 
nities  of  youth.  Although  often 
taught  uiy  duty,  and  at  times  distur¬ 
bed  hy  the  remonstrances  of  consci¬ 
ence,  I  have  endeavored  lo  drown 
/erious  reflection  by  flying  to  vain 
company  and  indulging  myself  in 
youthfui  merriment.  Borne  on  by 
a  full  ti  le  ol*  juvenile  spirits,  I  have 
for  a  time  stifled  the  unwelcome  .mo¬ 
nitor,  and  thought  myself  hajipy.  No 
soonef  was  I  alone,  thari  the  busy 
intruder  wr>\il(l  disturb  my  peace, 
and  arraign  ire  before  his  bar  to  an¬ 
swer  for  my  conduct.  This  has  dri¬ 
ven  me  to  ilie  necessity  of  going  the 
same  round  to  produce  the  same  ef¬ 
fect.  At  times,  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  my  parents,  1  have  shed  a 
tear,  and  formed  a  re.^olution  1  would 
refrain  from  evil  practices.  J'or  a 
few  days  togcitlicr,  I  iiave  !)c(*!i  jien- 
sive  and  avoided  the  company  of  my 
former  assficiAtcs.  Tinding  no  plea¬ 
sure  in  scrif)us  thoughts  and  impati- 
(‘iit  of  restraint,  1  have  broken  away 

from  mv  resolutions  and  coinmittefl 
0 

invself  to  the  indultccnce  of  mv  base 
{lassions  and  inclinationsr^-  I  have 

sometimes  been  alarmed,  bv  the  aw- 

0 

fill  denunciations  of  divine  wrath,  fal¬ 
ling  from  the  lips  of  my  faithful  miir- 
i')tei\  and  conscience  has  witnessed 
that  1  justly  deserved  the  punish¬ 
ment  he  declared  would  be  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  finaily  impenitent.  I  have 
sometimes  wished,  I  could  have  se¬ 
rious  conversaMon  with  him  respcct- 
iinr  the  all-imnortant  concoins  of  mv 

O  i  I 

souK  if  the  interview  could  be  kept  a 
profound  secret.  But  fearing  it 
v/ould  he  made  ])u!)lic,  and  I  sliould  j 
i)ec.ome  an  ribjc^ct  ot  ridicule  v.'itliin 
die  circle  of  my  gay  associates,  I  sup- 
J)ressed  tlio  e>:eiviscs  of  my  mind, 
and  kept  them  concealed  in  iiiy  own 
bosom,  nor  even  ventui'cd  lo  nienlion 
tlieni,  to  my  own  iiareiits.  'riius  I 
have  Intherto  spent  my  youthful 
davs.  I  have  not  wiihheid  mv  heart 


from  mirth  ;  but  have  given  myself 
full  latitude,  and  indulged  myself  in 
every  youthful  vanity  t!'*at  was  con¬ 
sistent  with  a  decent  character,  and 
would  not  expose  me  to  public  scan¬ 
dal.  How  often  have  I  placed  myself 
foremost  in  the  room  of  fashionable 
amuse meius  and  gained  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  surrounding  spectators.  And 
what  is  the  result  of  my  former  pur¬ 
suits*  ?  Have  I  derived  any  real,  last¬ 
ing  benefit  to  myself?  !  can  excite 
merriment  among  my  jovial  com¬ 
panions.  I  iim  tlic  envy  of  some, 
and  tlic  admiration  of  most  of  those 
who  are  devoted  to  sinful  pleasures. 
But  arc  all  my  attainments  attended 
with  tlic  least  real  advantage  ?  Is  my 
mind  stored  v  itli  that  ijscful  know¬ 
ledge,  wlilch  can  recommend  me  to 
men  of  sound  judgement  ?  Am  I  fit¬ 
ted  to  act  a  useful  j^art  on  the  stage’ 
of  human  life  ?  \V!iat  calling  in  life 
re^jiilres  the  trifling  attainments  of 
whicli  I  can  boast-  that  I  might  fol¬ 
low  it  with  greater  honor  to  myselfior 
more  usefulness  to  others  I  Am  I 
(juaiiiiecl  to  fiil  any  important  station, 
and  Iiave  1  !iv  all  mv  accuisitions  in 

^  0  3 

foilv  gained  tlic  real  confidence  and 
respect  of  a  single  individual  ?  Do 
I  enjoy  any  solid  satisfaction  in  my 
own  mind  ?  Arc  not  my  plans  lo  ob¬ 
tain  hap])iiu  ss  all  liable  to  disappoir^- 
ment,  and  arc  they  not  often  so  frus¬ 
trated, as  to  fill  me  with  puinful  anx¬ 
iety  r  Do  tliey  on  calm  reflection, 
yield  j)e:ireful  sensations  of  soiu  ? 
Do  I  ilnd  ill  tlicni  tl.c  pica'^ure  of  a 
se!f-appr(>\  ing  conscience  ?  \\d!I 

llie)  pre[>are  me  to  meet  the  king  of 
te Troll’S,  and  soi ten  my  pillow  in  my 
last  agonizing  moments  ?  Do  I  luit 
live  in  consiani  hiWard  fear  of  Ixi.ig 
arrested  by  li.c  a^vful  summons  wii’  - 
out  repci.ianci*,  and  without  liopc  ? 
W  ill  the  purstii:  of\ain  anmr>»'nu*nts 
meet  tin*  appro!)atIon  of  tiie  infinite 
(iod  who  searches  the  b.cari  and 
tries  the  reins  of  the  children  of 
men?”  In  a  wmd,  wluit  valuahh''  pur¬ 
pose  can  be  proposed  or  efi'eclcd  by 
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the  usual  pursuits  of  those  who  are 
in  the  younger  pail  of  life.  Am  I 
not  myself  the  painful  witness  of  the 
truth  of  that  declaration  of  God’s 
word  ;  the  wicked  arc  like  the  trou- 
,i)led  sea  which  cannot  rest,  whose 
waters  cast  up  nxirc  and  dirt.” 

But  a  few  days  since,  young  Hi- 
lario  attended  the  festive  dance.  Full 
/of  gayety  and  youthfvil  vigor,  he  per¬ 
formed  his  pail  to  the  admiration  of 
all  present.  Every  eye  was  charm- 
jed  with  his  graceful  figure,  and  easy 
gesture.  The  evening  being  past 
as  usual,  they  all  retired  to  their  se\> 
/M'al  homes.  Soon  the  fatal  disorder 
seized  him.  His  wliole  frame  was 
racked  with  distressing  pain,  and 
ihe  scorching  fever  dried  up  the 
sources  of  life.  His  wonted  gayety 
forsook  him  and  the  dreadful  forebod¬ 
ings  of  a  judgment  to  conic,  excited 
the  keenest  horror.  The  pliysician 
pronounced  his  case  desperate  and 
gave  him  over  i  and  the  minister  of 
Christ  could  do  no  more  -than  com¬ 
mend  him  to  heaven  by  fervent  pray¬ 
er,  and  direct  him  to  cry  fur  the  mcr- 
/cy  of  that  God,  w  ho^ill  now',  had  not 
been  in  all  his  thoughts.  Soon  dc; 
prived  of  reason  he  became  incapa¬ 
ble  of  listening  to  directions,  or  so 
much  as  saying.  Lord  have  mercy  on 
my  soul. 

In  this  distressed  situation,  I  vis.- 
ited  him.  He  attempted  to  converse 
with  me,  but  was  only  able  to  say, 
take  warning  by  me  ;  amend  your 
ways,  and  repent  before  it  be  too 
late.  A  few  liours  closed  llie  scene 
and  w’c  fgHowed  him  to  tlui  tomb. 
Hovr  wdde  is  the  contrast  betwcc!i 
the  festive  assembly,  and  the  solem¬ 
nities  of  the  grave  !  Aivl  am  I  sure 
this  v/ill  not  he  my  fate  ?  Had  i  been 
selected  as  the  victim  of  death,  in¬ 
stead  of  this  my  intimate  compan¬ 
ion,  w  here  had  I  now'  been  i 

-Lzt  me  from  this  evening  deter¬ 


mine  to  act  a  more  rational  jiart,  than 
I  have  heretofore.  Let  me  resolve, 
that  I  will  study  tliat  much  neglect¬ 
ed  book  the  bible.  Let  me  not  be 
afraid  of  serious  company,  and  let 
me  associate  w  ith  the  w  ise  and  good. 
May  I  realize  the  truth  of  tlie  sacred 
declaration.  ‘‘  He  that  w’alketh  \Yith 
wise  men  shall  he  wise  ;  but  a  com¬ 
panion  of  fools  shall  1x5  destroyed.” 
Let  me  lift  a  fervent  cry  to  f  iod,  this 
night,  and  with  sincerity  adopt  the 
prayer  of  the  humble  j/enitent,  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.” 

IL 


: :  O  : 


JIavinu  occasion  to  go  a  few'  miles 
o;it  of  tow  n  the  other  day,  I  was  iin- 
fortunatedy  overtaken  by  a  severe 
storm  and  necessitated  to  call  at  a 
small  house  for  shelter.  Xos/)oner 
had  I  passed  the  tlircshold  than  1 
pcM’ceived  that  indigence  was  th<5 
companion  of  the  melancholy  fami¬ 
ly.  I  w'alkcd  to  tl'.e  fire,  sal  dow'n 
upon  a  broken  chair,  and  attempted 
to  warm  myself,  but  in  vain  ;  there 
were  only  a  few  coals  iij)on  the 
hearth,  and  no  wood  to  be  hafl.  Th^ 
house  being  poorly  thaUJied,  the 
storm  drove  thiough  in  every  direr- 
tion,  and  rendered  my  security  lit¬ 
tle  better  than  the  open  field.  In  one 
corner  of  the  room  on  a  tattered 
couch  lay  the  uniortunatc  hus!)anfl, 
incessantly  groaning  luul  shrieking 
under  the  heavy  pains  of  a  poignant 
disease.  His  hands,  which  had  been 
the  only  support  ofa.uirnerous  fam¬ 
ily,  w’ere  uov/  confined  to  the  bed  of 
sickness.  'He  loolied  around  upon 
the  faithful  partner  of  his  bosom,  and 
little  pralling  children,  and  uttered 
the  follow  ing  wT/rds.  “  My  dearest 
companion  and  tender olTspring,  oner 
better  day  s  1  knew  .  Jiutaias  !  the  v  arc 
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forever  fled.  Wdieii  liealth  beamed  I'rai 


in  my  countenance  I  could  toil  :heerr 
fully  all  tlie  day  and  brii;g  l»omc  a 
supply  of  proxisions  for  our  daily 
w'ants..  J3nt  now  the  prospect  is  dark 
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and  gloomy  ;  my  health  is  impaired 
and  my  strength  foils,  and  no  hopes 
of  recovery  remain.  Afflictions  are 
the  common  lot  of  all,  but  they  hang 
upon  us  in  a  peculiar  manner.  IVIy 
course  lodgings  here  Avill  soon  be 
cliangcd  for  the  silent  grave.  Soon 
I  shall  be  beyond  want,  and  need  no 
assistance  from  any  earthly  hand — 
soon  I  shall  cease  from  troul)ling  and 
be  at  rest.  Jhit  how  can  1  leave  you 
my  dear  wife  and  innocent  children 
in  this  distressful  situation,  without 
a  comfortable  home  or  the  necessa¬ 
ries  of  life.  Could  I  but  see  your 
circumstances  conveninet  and  hap¬ 
py,  I  could  close  my  eyes  in  peace 
and  serenity.  Life  has  no  pleasure 
for  me  ;  my  only  anxiety  is  concern¬ 
ing  your  future  welfare.  Hut  Cod 
is  good,  and  to  his  all  merciful  pro¬ 
tection  I  now  commend  you,  trust¬ 
ing  we  shall  again  meet  in  a  better 
and  a  happier  world,  w  here  our  pov- 
eity,  our  distress  and  tears  will  be 
removed  from  us.” 

Wkakness  forbade  any  farther 
utterance.  His  wife  rested  his  sw  oon¬ 
ing  iiead  on  her  tender  compassionate 
bosom,  w'hile  tears  bathed  her  cheeks, 
and  sighs  swelled  her  breast.  His 
children  asse’ubh'd  round  the  bed, 
and  cried  w  ith  grief  and  sorrow'  to 
see  their  fatlicr  racked  with  si;ch  clis- 
Utssiiig  pains. 

Thf  most  cnero-etic  language  is 
totally  inadequate  to  express  the  pa¬ 
thetic  emotions  that  moved  in  my  bo- 
!om,  while  viewing  tliis  melancholy 
iernc.  3Iet bought  J  saw'  poverty  ; 
|biit  upon  further  consideration,  I  re- 
Ihacted  my  error.  I’his  man  was 
notwithstanding  he  stood  in  need 
j'f  many  earthly  comforts — rich  in 
I  ‘'acc,  and  rich  in  the  pardoning  !nun- 
gestations  of  redeeming  love.  Tlio* 
*e  closed  his  eyes  iii  a  humble  cot- 
‘ge,  yet  his  soul  w'as  prepared  for 
I'Unsions  bliss,  prepared  to  inha- 
that  ^lijJuch  is  not  made 


hands^  but  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
God, 

Such  was  the  distressing  situation 
of  this  indigent  family.  Hiithcr  let 
the  votaries  of  pleasure  resort,  and 
view  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow 
mortals.  Ye  inebriated  tiplers,  who 
arc  spending  your  money,  time  and 
reputation  in  midnight  reveling,  ^ac-^ 
nfidng  your  interests  to  brutal  gra¬ 
tifications,  and  destroying  all  carth^ 
ly  happiness,  repair  to  this  residence 
of  dispair,  and  liberally  bestow*  that 
property  which  you  arc  spending  in 
folly  and  extravagance,  and  com¬ 
fort,  support  and  relieve  the  afllictcd. 
Their  cup  of  calamity  is  completely 
full — their  sorrows  have  bent  them 
over  the  grave — and  their  days  hav(5 
became  mingled  w  ith  the  jX)ison  of 
wretchedness,  wliich  casts  melan¬ 
choly  glooms  over  their  remaining 
hours.  Ye  w  ho  can  sympathize  w  ith 
the  afflicted,  .visit  these  dreary  man- 
sio!is  of  sorrow  where  comfort  has 
long  been  a  stranger.  Assist  your 
fellow*  travellers  on  their  melancho¬ 
ly  journey  hiome,  that  you  may  not 
feel  ashamed  to  meet  them  before 
your  and  their  (iod.  May  our  hearts 
feel  for  the  calamities  of  mankind, 
and  our  tears  stream  for  others^  woes< 
May  we  take  our  friends  in  distress, 
and  lead  them  by  the  hand,  and  tlius 
reciprocally  pursue  our  appednted 
course.  f  Observatory . ) 

INI  EH ENCES 

FROM  THE  DFSSEIITATIO.n, 

171  the  IriHt  ?ni77iher^ 

ON  IIEHHEWS  1^— ir. 

1.  Did  Es.ui  for  tlie  sake  of  a 
lYiomentary  gratification,  barter  a- 
w'ay  hisbii’th-right  ?  so  dothousaiids 
at  this  (lay  reject  the  ofler  of  an  o- 
ternal  heirship  with  Chiist,  tliat 
they  might  indulge  in  the  pleas¬ 
ures  of  sin.  More  aw'fully  inconsrl- 
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ferate  than  Esau,  they  grasp  at  that 
whicli  is  poisonous  and  ruinous  to 
their  being,  and  thrust  from  their 
embrace  the  king  of  glorjs  u  l;o 
kindly  extends  the  offer  ot  an  un¬ 
fading  crown.  They  prefer  the 
Service  of  the  wicked  one,  totluitof 
their  creator,  preserver  and  judge, 
and  rather  than  slacken  their  sin¬ 
ful  career,  they  will  put  all  their  fu¬ 
ture  interests  to  a  most  desperate 
hazard.  This  is  no  feigned  picture, 
no  growth  of  splenetic  gloom^  it  is  a 
living  fact,  excmpli!icd  in  what  is 
continually  transacting  before  us. 
The  profane  swearer,  the  slanderer. 
Sabbath  breaker,  the  diunk- 


tlic 


aid,  the  cheetcr,  tlic  sedurer,  the 
worldling,  and  the  wicked  ot  every 
description  are  treading  in  the  steps 
of  Esau,  making  themselves  vile, 
and  preparing  to.  resist  the  Iasi  of¬ 
fer  of  forgiving  grace. 


C.  Had  Esau  a  price  in  his 
hand?  He  certainly  had.  He  was 
licir  to  the  benediction  of  his  failu  r. 
So  has  every  gospel  sinner  a  pri  - 
cious  opportunity  to  secure  tlic  di¬ 
vine  favor  and  blessing.  In  gospel 
invitations  there  is  no  detieienry. 
The  motives  are  numerous  and  ije- 
Vond  expression  inviting,  and  no¬ 
thing  is  wanting  on  tliC  part  of  llie 
creature,  but  a  hcait  to  comply. 
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Esau,  from  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  was  liuhde  to 
forfeit  his  birth-riglit.  So  are  sin- 
Jiei's  in  danger  of  failing  of  the  great 
salvation.  lly  every  step  they 
take  in  impenitence,  th.ey  increase 
their  guilt,  and  pr(y\  oke  ti:e  most 
high,  to  say  concerning  tlicin,  ye 
shrdl  never  cnicr  into  my  rest.*’ 
While  they  witlihold  from  Ciod  tlieir 


hearts  and  service,  they  say  to  him 
depart  from  us,  for  W(‘  desire  not 
the  knowledge  of  thy  way  s.”  They 
arc  liable  every  moment  to  fall  into 
Hell.  'I’hey  would  instantly  take 
the  awful  leap,  were  it  not  for  the 
loii'^-suffcrint;  patience  of  God.  And 
will  he  wait  forever.^  No.  He  has 
set  Ixmiulary  to  his  intrcatics,  the 
last  will  soon  be  heard,  and  then 
‘‘  there  w  ill  be  no  more  sacrifice  of 
sin.”  I'mm  the  c.xamplc  of  Esau, 
Ciod  lets  you  know,  that  your  pres¬ 
ent  situation  is  cxtrcinclv  hazardous, 
and  should  you  remain  in  it  a  little 
longtM',you  will  fail  nut  of  a  father’s 
blessing — but  of  the  favor  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  (iod  forever.  /.nd  who 
can  endure  the  thought  of  being  in 
a  state  of  endless  despair  ! 


4.  AVas  Esau  biought^to  exer¬ 
cise  very  p.^inful  tec!ings  in  view  of 
the  forfeited  blessing  ?  Vet,  his  sou! 
was  pressed  ^^it!l  anguish.  Hh 
tears  bespoke  a  heart  o\crcofnc  with®^^ 
sorrow.  He  plead  v.  ith  bis  father  to 
revert  the  blessing,  lie  renewed  his 
entrcaiy.  but  in  vain. — !n  like  man¬ 
ner  the  sinner,  who  despises  the  of¬ 
fer  of  life,  till  ii  shall  be  too  late, 
will  awake  in  l.orror.  C.'onscicncf 
will  break  from  hi*  confinement, 
with  anguish  unutterable  will  tiK*" 
undone  sinner  cry  for  a  dropc!] 
water  to  cool  his  purcliing  longue 
In  this  situation  ten  lliousand  world 
would  he  most  five’y  give,  if  he  ha 
them,  for  one  more  offer  of  pardon-j 
Ing  mercy. 
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